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17/03/2020
Dear Parent / Carer,
You will appreciate the measures to counter the spread of the Coronavirus have been
widened significantly. Advice from the Scottish Government and Health Protection Scotland
continues to guide our response.
I realise this is a very worrying time for everyone but please be reassured that the Council is
doing all it can to protect and support our communities.
I want to reassure you that the health and wellbeing of all our colleagues, learners and service
users is of paramount importance.
The updated national advice is that anyone living in the same household as a symptomatic
person should self-isolate for 14 days. The most common symptoms are recent onset of a
new continuous cough and / or high temperature.
Parents / carers of children and young people with underlying health conditions should seek
advice from NHS Inform and consider self-isolation.
Everyone needs to continue to observe the recommended hygiene advice and avoid personal
contact, and this includes not holding meetings unnecessarily. All planning meetings
scheduled to take place before the Easter holidays have been postponed.
School trips, including local outings, have been cancelled until further notice. Some classes
will still go out of school on the minibus, but staff and learners will remain on the vehicle.
School transport will continue to operate.
The Council are examining arrangements if a national decision is taken to close schools
including arrangements for those entitled to Free School Meals. In the meantime, schools
remain open.
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Below are the very latest links to the Coronavirus advice on the NHS Inform website and for
educational settings which you may find helpful:
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronaviruscovid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
Obviously, this is an extremely dynamic situation which is under constant review and we will
update everyone should any advice change.
We appreciate this is an uncertain time for everyone but please be reassured that the Council
is doing all it can to minimise any impact.
Yours sincerely

Best wishes

Cat Weir

